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AQSUNB JOHNSON ALIAS ASSUM RAUi

EI-SLAVl 93 TEARS OLD>

HbA1*8 husband was Ton Johnson but she prefers to be called

"Hall*! the nsas of her eld aaster* Adeline llTes with tor daushtert Bnat

and lBBa*s six ehildronf about tea sdles southeast of winasboroy S* C«f in

a thrse«rooa fraias house on the Purhaa plaoe, a plantation owned by %*A«

V. Ovans of sinnsboro* The plantation contains liSOO acrest populated by

over sixty Ne^oes, run as a diversified fam, under the supervision of a

vhite Jverseer in the ei^ploy of llr« Ovens*

The wide expanse of cotton and corn fields, the large number of dusky

Negro laborers working aipng side by side in the fields and singing Negro

srlrituels aa they work, give a fair preeentation or picture of what slavery

vfto like on a well conducted Southern plantation before the Civil Wnr* Ade*

line fits in^o this picturs as the old Negro •llauna" of the plantation, re-

cpected by all, white and black, and tenderly cared for* She has her clay
* t

pipe and stick ever with and about her* There is a spacious pocket in her

dreoB underneath an apron* In that pocket is a laiacellany of broken pieces

of china, crumbs of.tobacco, a biscuit, a bit of wire, numorous strings of

various colors, and from time to time the pipe becomes the warm individual

asmber of the varied assortment*

Her eyes art bright and undiammd by *£• vigor with whioh she

can telegraph her vaats to the household by the rappings of that stick on

the plank floor is interesting and sousing*

She is confidsnt that she will round out a cantury of years,bocausoi
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" Uars* Arthur Ovt&a dona tall aa I'll lira to ha a hundrad« if Z atay oa

bia plaea and narar *lopa avajr wld any atranga jroimg buck nlggar"*

•* I*a not ao faabla as I night 'paari whlta folks* Long tins I suffar

for sight, but dasa last yanrs Z aaa Just as good as Z arar did* Dats a

blassln' from da I<ordl

" lAbo Z b'long to in alavary tinaT Whara Z bomt Z born on what la now

called da Jaaaa Gladdan placa but It all b'long to ny old naratar, allUa

Kail, than*

•> ' V/ old naratar was ona of da richas^ son in da world* Hla bara ^onds

in ^estar and Falrflald eountlaa, Gaorgla and Florida, and ona placa on da

Had River in Arkaneaa* Ha also had a plantation, to ralaa brown augar on.

in old Louialona* Than hln and bia bruddar. Denial, built and glvs Bathaada

Church, data atandln* yat, to da whlta liathodls* of Ultfordi for than to

'tend end worship at* Ha 'aenbared da Lord, you aaa. In all hla ways and da*-*

lord guida hla stapa*

* I narar hara to do no flald worki Juat stayad 'round da housa and

wait on da nlatrasa, and da chlllun* Z was wbuppad Juat ona tiaa* Dot

tor morhln' da nental>pisca wld a dead coal of flra*> Ibay naka nanay do da

lishln'. Hadn't hit na thraa llcka bafo' Hlaa Dorcas, ULaa Janlu, Hiss Ju

lia, and Uarsa Johnnla run dara, ketch da switch, and aayi 'Dot anough Hauns

Innl Addla won't do It ogla'* Data all da baatln* Z arar *oalrad la alarary

* Now doas you wanna know iriiat Z do whan Z was a child, fron da tins

I git up la da momin' to do tins Z go to badT Z was 'bout ralsad up la do

bousa* Vail, la da oranln*, Z fill thaa boxas wld chips and fat spUators*

Vbaa Bomla* coaa, Z go in dara and aaka a firs for ay yoioig alstrassos to

...

,J.,- ' HI .If',-
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it up by. I help dree# them end cenb deir heir. Then I goea down atelra
nowere on de broakfea* table and Iny de Eible by fcrae wmiam'a

chair. Then I bring in de breakfaa'. (Table have to ue set de night befo')
•..hen everything was oa de tablOf I ring de bell. White folks come down and

I weit on do table.

" After do neel finiah, »tarse William read do Bible and pray. I clear

do table and help waah do diohea. when dat finieh,I cleans up de rooms. Then
• »

I acts as raid and woitreao at dinner and supper. I warms up^de girls' room.
i t

here they sleep, after supper. Then go hosm to poppy John end Vaunn Anno.

Dtt was a happy time, wid happy days!

" Dat was a happy family. Waroo Tilliam have no trouble, 'eept ones
A «

rhon klui brudder, Daniel, come over one siornin' ^d closet wid Vrso William.

Vilitn karse Daniel go, Uarso William come in dare ^era ce and de mistress was

hvl sayi 'Tom's run amy from school*. (Data one of Uarse Daniel*^ boys ds(t

'tended school at Itt. fion, in Winnsboro) Her 'lowi Itbat him run away fcrT*

'Had a fool duel wid a Caldwoll boy,' him soy. I J»oar no more 'bout dat til

Varso Tom come home and then I hoar plenty. White folks been laughln' 'bout

it over since. Special talk 'bout it einco Unrse Tom's grandson b'come a

thitad State Judge. Bet Maras Dan Hall told you 'bout it. Ant me to go

ahead and toll you it my weyT Well, 'twas die a way« karoo Tom and karse Jos

Caldwoll fell out 'bout a piece of soap when they was roomln' together si

school. Boys crowd 'round them and sayi 'Fight it out I' They bit a lick or two,

*u>d Was parted. Then de older boys ssy dare must bo a duel. Arse Jos git ss*

conds. Marse Tom git seconds. They load guns wid powder but put no bullets in

them. Tall Haras Jos *bout it but donH tell "arse Tom. Ihea they go^owm

toon, fix up a bag of pokeberry juice, .and have it inside Jiarsa Joe's weetcoatt
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on bis br*Mt> Took tboa out In a flold, fneo tboa, and najri *Oaa, two, thrM,

firol * Qua* wont off) Mltm Joo olap hln hand on hi* cheat, and da bag buat*

.Had Juice run all over h^« Older boya aayi 'Run Ton and git out da way,*

*«rae Ton never atop 'til bin git to Liverpool, Ikiglnnd, llarea Williaa and

iinrs* Denial find hia dare, aent noney for to fetch him home and bin laugh

•bout it when he git back. Tea air, dat ia de grandpappy of Uarae Lyla Olann,

1 big Judge right now,

" De white folks near, was de llellicfaaiiipa,de Gladdens, da Uobleya, Lump-

kins, Houlwares, forda, Mleketta, ajd Johnaona*

* nhen da Tankeea come, they waa atruck dumb wid de way marster acted,
' ' / 1

'they^took things,wid a beg your, pardon kind of way, but they never burnt a
it

single thing, and went off wid deir tails twirt deir legs, kinda shame lak,

" After freedom I marry a preacher, Tom Johnson, Him die when in hia

* «

sixties, thirty yeara ago, "ur chillun waa Eima, liansell, Tom, and Grover,

Bal white folks didn't lak ^y husband, Bare waa a whiskey still, near our

house idisra you could git three gallons of liquor for a silver dollar, Hia

preach agin* it, Dat gall both makers and drinkers. Him 'dured persecution

for do Lord's sake, and have gone home to hia awards,

" In slavery, us have all da clothes us need, all de food us want, and

work all de harder 'causa us love da white folks dat oared for us. No air-

ree, none of our slaves avar ma 'way, Oa have a woak off, OuriatiM, Oo

widout a pass to Uarae Daniel's quarters and thay come to our*a,

" Dr, Seett and Dr, Douglas Hand aiok alavoa, Z don't sat ^rwalf up

to Judge Uarao Aha Lineoln, "aro is oimara, blaok and white, but I bop#

•nd prays to git -to babbon, ttathar Z'a whits or blaok whan Xgit dare, I'll

be aatiafiad to aao ay SawiSB dact ay aid aarator worshipped and ay husband

preach 'bout, I wanti

on than, and love th,

be 'nough hebbei
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^TTtT.TNt ^HieON ALIAS ADKLDB HALL

HbX1*b husband vos 7oa Jebason but sbs prsfsrs to bs eolXsd

"Hall** ths •*«"* of hsr aid aoatar. Adsliaa Uvas with hor daushtar* ftn*

•ad It—"*" sU ehildraa* abetrt tw aLlsa seutheawi of vinnsbore, 8. C«* la

• thrad-roon froas houss oa ths IXirhoa ploesi a plantation ewnsd by *^<A*

L'« Owsns of alnnsboro* Tbs plantation eontslna 1*900 ocroOf populatsd by

ovsr sixty Hscreos* rw as a diTorsifiod farsi uiulsr ths supsnriolon of a

ohits Jvsrsssr la ths snploy of Urt Owsas*

Ths wids expsnso of eetton and corn fields» the large muabsr of dusky

Nsgre laborers working olpng side ^ side in the fields end sioglog Negro

arlrituols as they work* give a fair presentation or picture of what slavery

ess like on a well conducted Southern plantation before the Civil Vcr* Ade

line fits In^e this picture as the old Negro "Itauaa* of the plantation* re-

cpeetsd by all* white end black* and tenderly cored for* She has her cloy
* t

pipe end stick ever with and'about her* There is a specious pocket la her

dreii uaderoesth an apron* In that pocket le a clecellaoy of broken pieces

of china* cruabs ef.tebaoee* a biscuit* a bit of wirs* nuaorous strings of

vorioue colors* and fron tlna to tlaa the pipe bec^e the wens individual

nsnber of the varied aeeortaant*

Her eyes ors bright snd undisBsd by eg# and the vigor with whleh she

can telegraph her wonts to the boueebold by ths rappings of that stick sa

the ploak floor is Interesting wd aaisiag*

Shs is eoafldsat that ohe will round sot a sentury of years,beeaMoei
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AdeXlna }Ml'i buvbend «ae 7ob Johojoa but sb» prefera to bo eollod

"HolX*i tbo naao of hor eld naotor* AdoUno Uvoo with hor daufhtorf taaai

mud tana*i oix ehildraD» about tan ailoo ooutheoji of winaoboroi S« C«* la

a throdTOoa fraao houoo oa the Durhaa plaoo* a plaatatioa owsod by '^•A*

t'« Ovaos of aizmobore* Tbo plantation cootaino 1|500 acraop populated by

ovor aixty Negroeo, run at a dlTereifled fara, under the euperrieion of a

white Jvereeer in the es^loy of Ur* Oeeno*

The wide expanee of cotton and corn fields» the large nuaber of dueky

Negro laborere working a^png fide by fide in the fields end singing Nogro

sriritucls as they work» giwe a fair presentation or picture of what slavery

wee like on a well conducted Southern plantation before the Civil Wcx« Ade*

line fits in^o this picture as the old Negro "Launa" of the plantationt re*

cpected by all) white and black) and tenderly cared for* She has har clay
* t

pipe and etick avar with and about har* There le a epacious pocket in her

dresi underneath an apron* In that pocket ie a nlicallany of broken pieces

of china) cruttbs of.tobaceO) a biscuit) a bit of wirO) nunoroue etringe of

varioua celorO) end fron tlM to tine the pipe bec^Boe the warn Individual

Bssber of the vorled aeeoz^Best*

Her eyee are bright and undioBd by age and the vigor with whioh ebe

can telegraph har wejste to tho boue^old the rappings of that stick on

ths plank floor la interest ing snd ansing*

Sbs is eonfidont that abe will round sot a eantury of years)beesusei
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